
Michigan Main Street Four Point Approach

PROMOTION positions the downtown or commercial district as the center  
of the community and hub of economic activity, while creating a positive image that 
showcases a community’s unique characteristics.

This is one of the Main Street Four Point Approach 
for comprehensive, incremental downtown and 
commercial district revitalization. This point should 
be implemented in tandem with the other Main 
Street Four Points as each point works collectively to 
complement the others. 

KEY OBJECTIVES 
Position district as center of activity: 
• Community and special events
• Retail events
• Annual calendar of events
• Event evaluation (MMS Tool)

Market district assets:
• Asset mapping (MMS Service)

• Downtown directory
• Website (or portion of website to promote 

downtown) 

Enhance positive image:
• Community branding (MMS Service)

• Marketing plan (identify target audience)
» Image building campaign
» Advertising campaign
» Social media 

Important questions to ask
Who is your target audience? Are you being inclusive?
_____________________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________________

What are the most effective/efficient ways to promote downtown?
_____________________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________________

Are your events effective?
_____________________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________________

Looking for additional resources? 
Check out the following:

• Michigan Main Street Resources
• Main Street America Revitalization Toolkits 
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Understand your 
retail/downtown 

niche and  
the assets your 

community has to 
promote—don’t 
imitate; focus on 
your uniqueness

Annually evaluate 
events and  

adjust  
accordingly

Encourage  
cross-promotion  

and  
partnerships 

https://www.miplace.org/programs/michigan-main-street/resources/
https://www.mainstreet.org/howwecanhelp/resourcecenter/revitalizationtoolkits


Michigan Main Street Four Point Approach

4930-210115

Dedicated to shared economic success, the MEDC promotes the state’s assets and opportunities that 
support business investment and community vitality. The MEDC’s business assistance programs and services 
connect companies with people, resources, partners, and access to capital. www.michiganbusiness.org

PROMOTION
Use this checklist at your next committee meeting to analyze your objectives,  
determine your committee programing, and assign a priority level.

PROMOTION CHECKLIST
Committee objectives Current programming Future programming Priority
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Have questions or need assistance? Contact michiganmainstreet@michigan.org.


