
Listed in the National Register of Historic Places in 1972, Manistee’s Ramsdell 
Theatre had fallen into disrepair by the 1990s. The community rallied, and a 
$4 million restoration of the facility was completed in 2005.  An additional $2 
million in upgrades were made following the restoration, driven by master 
planning efforts in 1990 and 2010, to maintain the building and support 
high-quality, varied artistic programming, including live shows, art exhibits, 
and workshops. Today, the Ramsdell is one of the region’s premier cultural 
centers and draws crowds from throughout Michigan.

With more than 15 years having passed since the last major restoration and in With more than 15 years having passed since the last major restoration and in 
recognition of the need to support diverse community interests, the City of 
Manistee and Ramsdell Regional Center for the Arts (RRCA) began exploring 
how best to utilize the Ramsdell in coming decades. Critical to this 
exploration was ensuring preservation of the building’s character-defining 
features while concurrently finding ways to enhance and expand the RRC’s 
mission through additional programming.

To support this effort, the City of Manistee secured a CLG grant to prepare a To support this effort, the City of Manistee secured a CLG grant to prepare a 
new master plan, which provides a detailed review of condition issues and 
needed improvements based on the RRCA’s strategic direction and community 
input. Further, the master plan provides a roadmap for strategic capital 
investments to address space constraints, accessibility, and enhanced 
programming opportunities, with the goal of promoting informed 
decision-making that respects the character of this community landmark.
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