
A State Income Tax Credit worth 25% of 
eligible expenses on qualified buildings 

The Michigan State Historic Preservation Office (SHPO) 
administers the state historic preservation tax credit 
program, which supports property owners and developers 
across the state in reinvesting in historic properties. Each 
year, $5 million in tax credits are awarded to eligible 
owner occupied or commercial properties across 
Michigan. 

PROJECT ELIGIBILITY AT A GLANCE 

• A property must be individually listed or contributing
to a district that is listed in the National Register of
Historic Places, the State Register of Historic Sites, or
is locally designated.

• Qualified expenditures must exceed minimum
thresholds -- 10% of the State Equalized Value for
commercial, and $1,246 for owner occupied properties
(current as of 2026, adjusted annually).

• All project work must comply with the Secretary of
the Interior's Standards for Rehabilitation
(the "Standards").

APPLICATION PROCESS 

Applying for the State Historic Tax Credit is 
a sequential three-part process. 

Part 1 gives us some background on your 
property and allows SHPO to verify that it 

meets the basic eligibility requirements. 
Once your Part 1 is found to be eligible, you 

will be provided with a Part 2 application. 

Part 2 describes the existing conditions and 
work proposed as part of your rehabilitation 
project and demonstrates compliance with 

the Standards. 

Part 3 illustrates that the completed work 
matches what was proposed and meets the 
Standards. Credits may not be claimed until 

after the Part 3 is approved. 
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