
 
 

Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) Public Gathering Spaces Initiative (PGSI) 

Frequently Asked Questions as of April 24th, 2023 

The Public Gathering Spaces Initiative (PGSI) will award Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) 

funding to eligible Units of General Local Government (UGLG) between $750,000 and $2,000,000. 

Eligible UGLGs will be required to provide a minimum of a 10% financial match based on the project’s 

total cost. 

PGSI funds improvements intended to increase usability, accessibility, and seasonality within new or 

existing community spaces on publicly owned property. By supporting the creation or expansion of 

public gathering spaces in low-and-moderate income (LMI) communities throughout Michigan, the 

Public Gathering Spaces Initiative will create and enhance recreational places that will allow residents to 

gather, relax, celebrate, and commemorate. The Public Gathering Spaces Initiative funds projects 

including, but not limited to, parks, town squares, playgrounds, amphitheaters, and farmer's markets. 

1. Regarding the draft level of application submitted prior to the public hearing(s): is it 

permissible to update the application either with feedback provided in that public hearing, or 

with more detailed items not available at the time of public hearing (For example: a more 

detailed or higher quality rendering)? 

All UGLGs applying for funds under the Michigan CDBG Program are required to adhere to public 

participation provisions set forth in Title I of the Housing and Community Development Act of 

1974, as amended. Please note the UGLG’s Application must be complete and available for 

review at the public hearing. Please see the Grant Administration Manual for additional 

information. https://www.miplace.org/4a775e/globalassets/documents/cdbg/gam/chapter-

11/reading/citizen-participation-and-other-requirement.pdf. The submitted application will be 

reviewed and scored based upon the information provided within the application. 

2. Regarding the CGA, do you guys provide one if we do not have one in house, or do we have to 

find one.  If so, where would we look? And, will there be any training to become a CGA 

anytime in the future? 

A MEDC Certified Grant Administrator is required to help administer a project. Awarded UGLG’s 

will draft a Request for Proposal and determine its own scoring mechanism to select a CGA. 

There is a list of existing CGAs and the procurement of the CGA would occur after a project is 

identified to move forward in the application process.  The Certified Grant Administrator will be 

funded separately with CDBG funds, outside of the PGSI project request. There are currently no 

scheduled CGA training opportunities. 

3. Is the application required to be complete before the UGLG approves it even if we have not 

officially approved the project? 

To be considered for funding, a complete and signed application must be submitted for review. 

4. If the CBDG money is used to rehab a historic building, can the building ever be sold? 

Yes. If the community were to sell the building, the disposition of the improved asset would 

trigger the potential repayment of a portion/all of the amount of CDBG funds that were invested 

https://www.miplace.org/pgsi/
https://www.miplace.org/4a775e/globalassets/documents/cdbg/gam/chapter-11/reading/citizen-participation-and-other-requirement.pdf
https://www.miplace.org/4a775e/globalassets/documents/cdbg/gam/chapter-11/reading/citizen-participation-and-other-requirement.pdf
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in the project. CDBG funds cannot be used to renovate any municipally owned building that has 

as its primary purpose the general conduct of government. 

5. If a community uses CBDG money to rehab a building which they cannot charge use for, can 

they create a foundation and direct donations to the foundation to collect fees? 

The project cannot include space where there would be costs to rent/utilize the space that could 

be a barrier to utilization by all members of the community. If donations are made, the amounts 

generated could be considered CDBG Program Income and may have to be returned to the State 

CDBG program, with the percentage of the amounts returned being determined by the 

percentage of CDBG in the project. 

6. If a community gets a 2 million dollar grant and the costs come in much higher and they don’t 

have the funds to complete it will they be required to return the grant? 

If awarded, the selected PGSI project must be completed by the end of 2025. Any deviations 

from the scope of the project, as applied for, will not be allowed unless approved in advance by 

MEDC staff. If, upon project bidding, costs come in much higher than anticipated, MEDC staff 

would work with the UGLG to determine the best course of action that may include agreed-

upon scope changes or, as a last resort, the return of the PGSI grant award to the MEDC. 

7. There is confusion in the community about the project for the grant. Some believe the plan 

and costs can be worked out after you get the grant, or do you have to have it all complete 

before the grant application deadline? 

A project is not expected to be fully engineered; however, all project related activities will need 

to be identified and sufficiently designed in order to provide for satisfactorily accurate cost 

estimates within the PGSI application. 

8. The community only reached out to a couple LMI people after the plan was put together and 

claim that's good enough to get the grant. Should more of LMI the community been involved 

in the process? 

In conjunction with the low-to-moderate area-wide benefit national objective of the CDBG 

program, the applicant is asked on the application to describe how the proposed project will 

benefit the entire community and provide specific examples. A successful application will 

demonstrate how the LMI residents will benefit from the project. There is no specific 

requirement that speaks to the number of LMI residents required to be consulted in the project 

planning phase. 

9. Is the UGLG required to have a community participation plan available for the LMI before the 

application is completed, what forms are required in the participation plan? 

All UGLGs applying for funds under the Michigan CDBG Program are required to adhere to public 

participation provisions set forth in Title I of the Housing and Community Development Act of 

1974, as amended. The public hearing requires a minimum of 5 days’ notice in the newspaper. 

Please note the UGLG’s Application must be complete and available for review at the public 

hearing. Please see the Grant Administration Manual for additional information. 

https://www.miplace.org/4a775e/globalassets/documents/cdbg/gam/chapter-

11/reading/citizen-participation-and-other-requirement.pdf 

10. I am working with the City of Evart on their PGSI grant and they weren't sure whether they 

should apply as the City of Evart or as the DDA. The DDA has its own EIN number, but not its 

own SAM number - could they apply using the City's SAM number or should it be the City who 

applies on their behalf.  

https://www.miplace.org/4a775e/globalassets/documents/cdbg/gam/chapter-11/reading/citizen-participation-and-other-requirement.pdf
https://www.miplace.org/4a775e/globalassets/documents/cdbg/gam/chapter-11/reading/citizen-participation-and-other-requirement.pdf
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Only an UGLG can apply for funding on property that is specifically owned by the UGLG. Any 

other outside/independent entities are ineligible for funding. 

11. To what extent or detail is required for the project rendering?  

A rendering is a two-dimensional or three-dimensional image of the proposed architectural 

design, showing how the buildings/features on the site will look upon completion. Please use 

the images/plans that best tell the story of the project to grant application reviewers who are 

not familiar with the site or the project. 

12. What qualifies under 3rd party environmental for the budget?  

A third-party consultant might be engaged for the purposes of due diligence for the project, 

which may include items such as a lead/asbestos abatement survey.  In addition, a National 

Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) environmental review will be completed after a project is 

selected to move forward in the application process.  As long as the community follows MEDC 

procurement standards, all costs of the Environmental Review will be paid for by the MEDC in 

addition to the awarded grant construction funds. 

13. I am the grant writer for the City of Escanaba and will be administering the grant.  It mentions 

a CDBG Certified Grant Administrator, I am not certified.  Can I still do it or do we need to hire 

a MEDC CGA? 

A MEDC Certified Grant Administrator is required to help administer a project. Awarded UGLG’s 

will draft a Request for Proposal and determine its own scoring mechanism to select a CGA. The 

MEDC will pay for the selected CGA with additional CDBG administrative funds.  There are 

currently no scheduled CGA training opportunities that are upcoming. An UGLG can hire a third-

party administrator, however the costs related to that contract will not be able to be 

reimbursed or counted as local match.  The MEDC will also not pay for the costs of the third-

party administrator unless they are a Certified Grant Administrator with the MEDC. 

14. I understand that applications from UGLGs that do not currently have an open CDBG project 

are prioritized. Below the surface, that criterion is problematic. It is not uncommon for an 

UGLG to have a closeout delayed due to limited CDBG program staff capacity, which is beyond 

the control of grantees. Is there any flexibility in such cases? I am also aware of a specific case 

in which a community may receive a conditional closeout prior to the PGSI deadline but 

cannot receive final closeout until its current FY audit is complete. Does conditional closeout 

suffice to meet this condition of PGSI?  

In an effort to disperse funds widely across the State to LMI Communities, the MEDC is looking 

to prioritize applications from UGLGs that do not currently have an open Community 

Development Block Grant project with the MEDC (including projects under a Letter of Intent); 

however, having an open CDBG grant project with the MEDC does not automatically disqualify 

UGLGs seeking financial support. An applicant may, however, describe any extenuating 

circumstances within the application regarding any other CDBG project that the community 

would like to be considered.  

15. Can a county government submit a GPSI application? If we would be able to submit a grant 

application the project would be for the construction of a portion of the Pentwater Hart Trail 

(PHT). Regarding ownership - the trail would be construction in the ROW of roads managed by 

the Oceana County Road Commission, who have authorized the use of the ROW for the trail's 

construction. Would this type of ownership qualify within the grant's guidelines? 
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Eligible applicants for the CDBG PGSI include non-entitlement small cities, townships, and 

villages with a population of less than 50,000 that are listed on the CDBG Low/Mod Income 

Community Customers and Project Areas list. 

16. The City is working on an application for a corridor enhancement project for the main 

entrance into our downtown. The corridor is also the Business Route for US 2. These 

enhancements will mostly be focused on the sidewalks and lighting along the corridor and 

some activated public space along the route. We have a meeting next week with MDOT to 

discuss the project and one of the questions we have for them is if MDOT owns the sidewalk 

or if the City does. If MDOT is the owner of the sidewalk and is supportive of the project is this 

still an eligible application? 

The site for which PGS funding is being requested must be owned by the UGLG. 

17. We are working with both the Village of Cassopolis and the Village of Decatur to prepare and 

submit a PGSI application. I see that the grant instructions call for renderings on the project – 

mind elaborating on that a bit? What level of detail is needed? Will a site plan suffice?  

A site plan and rendering are both required attachments for a PGSI application. A rendering is a 

two-dimensional or three-dimensional image of the proposed architectural design, showing how 

the buildings/features on the site will look upon completion. Please use the images/plans that 

best tell the story of the project to grant application reviewers who are not familiar with the site 

or the project. 

18. Could you please clarify the requirement of the public hearing? Do we need a meeting 

scheduled/published that is ONLY for this project? Or could we add this to the agenda for a 

grants committee? 

All UGLGs applying for funds under the Michigan CDBG Program are required to adhere to public 

participation provisions set forth in Title I of the Housing and Community Development Act of 

1974, as amended. The public hearing can be scheduled to be included with an already 

scheduled meeting before a board or commission, as long as a minimum of 5 days’ notice is 

provided in the newspaper and that board/commission is authorized to hold public hearings per 

local government processes. A grants committee may not meet the criteria, so please verify.   

Please note the UGLG’s Application must be complete and available for review at the public 

hearing. Please see the Grant Administration Manual for additional information. 

https://www.miplace.org/4a775e/globalassets/documents/cdbg/gam/chapter-

11/reading/citizen-participation-and-other-requirement.pdf 

19. Is there a template or other guidance for creating an acceptable marketing plan as required 

for application (Required Attachment P)?  Is this referring to a marketing plan for promotion 

of the completed project use (such as social media, website, advertising, community 

promotions campaign), a HUD fair housing marketing plan, or something else? How detailed 

does it need to be and does it need to include a proposed annual budget? 
The Marketing Plan should describe how the UGLG will market and promote the new and/or existing 

public space to encourage events, public gathering, and increased seasonality. Include examples – 

including but not limited to – specific events, the UGLG department responsible for outreach efforts, 

and/or the budget associated with promotion of the new public space. Include as Attachment P, 

“Marketing Plan.” 

20. What is the grants definition of community?  Is it a radius, zip code, city name? 

For the purposes of this grant, the UGLG is the community intended to benefit from the PGSI 

grant for the increased availability of public gathering spaces. Eligible applicants for the CDBG 

https://www.miplace.org/link/b0a6c32307c24fefba694ec950137f80.aspx
https://www.miplace.org/link/b0a6c32307c24fefba694ec950137f80.aspx
https://www.miplace.org/4a775e/globalassets/documents/cdbg/gam/chapter-11/reading/citizen-participation-and-other-requirement.pdf
https://www.miplace.org/4a775e/globalassets/documents/cdbg/gam/chapter-11/reading/citizen-participation-and-other-requirement.pdf
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PGSI include non-entitlement small cities, townships, and villages with a population of less than 

50,000 that are listed on the CDBG Low/Mod Income Community Customers and Project 

Areas list. 

21. If people that are not from our community want to use our Community Gathering Space can 

we charge a non resident fee? 

The project cannot include space where there would be costs to rent/utilize the space that could 

be a barrier to utilization by all members of the community. In order to be eligible, the 

application would need to identify how the majority of the use of the space would benefit the 

community at large without barriers to use. So, 51% (minimum) of the space would need to be 

used to provide benefit to the community. If/when rent is charged, the amounts generated 

could be considered CDBG Program Income and may have to be returned to the State CDBG 

program, with the percentage of the amounts returned being determined by the percentage of 

CDBG in the project. 

22. If a non profit or other group from our community would like to use our Community Gathering 

Space for an event which the non profit or other group would charge a fee for, are they able 

to give the municipality a donation? 

If donations are made, the amounts generated could be considered CDBG Program Income and 

may have to be returned to the State CDBG program, with the percentage of the amounts 

returned being determined by the percentage of CDBG in the project. 

23. The file size of our grant application for the City of Howell is becoming quite large. It will be 

difficult to send the file via email. Would MEDC accept a OneDrive link to the PDF for our 

submittal? 

Submissions should be made via the publicgatheringspaces@michigan.org email. As possible, 

the application and attachments should be scanned in and sent as one file attachment. If this is 

not possible, multiple attachments and, as needed, multiple emails may be sent. 

24. We were looking on the website, but we couldn’t find it. Do you have sample language for the 

governing body resolution? Or a list of what must be included?  

A template for the governing body resolution can be can be found at 

https://www.miplace.org/pgsi/ under “Application Instructions”. 

25. In the application and the instructions there is reference that the matching funds could in 

theory come from another "source" as long as it was not a "special bond". On the webinar just 

recently posted - the MEDC folks on the call both stated that the match HAS to come from the 

UGLG and that any other contributions would be considered above and beyond? I wanted to 

see if I can get some clarification on this as we have the opportunity to leverage committed 

funds from a local foundation for the full 10%.  On the webinar they stated this would 

"disqualify" us if not coming directly from the UGLG. 

In order to meet the requirements of the funding round, there is a 10% cash match that must 

come from the community/applicant. Other funds can be brought into the project, but 10% 

must come from the community/applicant or the application will be disqualified. 

26. ALSO, is there any way to provide the amount of funds that are available in the last and final 

funding round for CDBG before the switch to housing focus through MSHDA? 

The 2023 PGSI competitive funding round is anticipated to award up to $20 million to 

communities on the MEDC’s Low and Moderate Income Customer Communities list to create or 

improve public gathering spaces. 

https://www.miplace.org/link/b0a6c32307c24fefba694ec950137f80.aspx
https://www.miplace.org/link/b0a6c32307c24fefba694ec950137f80.aspx
mailto:publicgatheringspaces@michigan.org
https://www.miplace.org/pgsi/
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27. Our community has a large historic building currently sitting vacant, a large portion of which 

would be a great community center and gathering space.  To attempt to be be self-sustaining, 

one plan was to rent an upstairs level.  Could this still work within the grant guidelines if this 

upstairs level was not included as part of the grant?  Similarly, could non-citizen organizations 

be charged to utilize the facility so long as citizens are not, and that any event being held 

there is free of charge?  A previous question forbade the facility from being "rented" however 

it was unclear on whether that was strictly for citizens within the community or outside 

entities. 

Nothing would prohibit an application for a community center and gathering space project if the 

project increases the usability, accessibility, and seasonality within new or existing community 

spaces on a public site owned by the eligible applicant. The project cannot include space where 

there would be costs to rent/utilize the space that could be a barrier to utilization by all 

members of the community. The “project” as defined by the UGLG in the application is what will 

be evaluated and scored by the PGSI working group. Please define the “project” and all eligible 

projects costs in the application and clearly identify the costs associated with the project, as 

defined. All eligible costs contained in the application must be associated with the activation of 

the public space.  

In order to be eligible, the application would need to identify how the majority of the use of the 

structure would benefit the community at large without barriers to use. So, 51% (minimum) of 

the structure would need to be used to provide benefit to the community. The application 

would then need to identify specific services and programming that would benefit the 

community at large. 

If/when rent is charged, the amounts generated could be considered CDBG Program Income and 

may have to be returned to the State CDBG program, with the percentage of the amounts 

returned being determined by the percentage of CDBG in the project. 

The entire structure would need to be blight free, with no outstanding blight remediation on 

various floors being left for future rehabilitation. Additionally, CDBG funds cannot be used to 

renovate any municipally owned building that has as its primary purpose the general conduct of 

government.  

28. I am trying to determine the difference between what is required for the site plan 

(Attachment C) and the rendering (Attachment D). We currently have a 3D model for our 

project which we are using the generate a site plan (2D) and rendering images (images of the 

3D fly through of our property). We will be detailing the 2D site plan with project features. 

Will you be looking for specific requirements for either of the attachments? 

A site plan is a drawing that a builder or contractor uses to make improvements to a property 

and would typically show the entire site and how the site features will function on the site. A 

rendering is a two-dimensional or three-dimensional image of the proposed architectural 

design, showing how the buildings/features on the site will look upon completion. Please use 

the images/plans that best tell the story of the project to grant application reviewers who are 

not familiar with the site or the project. 

29. Explain the Letter of Support from a Disability Advocacy organization. 

A Letter of Support from a Disability Advocacy organization for the project may be included as 

an optional attachment and submitted with the UGLG’s application. A sample letter can be 

found under “Documents” on the https://www.miplace.org/pgsi/ site. 

https://www.miplace.org/pgsi/
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30. Public Hearing Notice: Do you have a sample public notice that we can use for our project. We 

want to ensure we hit all the keys you want for this grant. Can you provide me a copy of 

template?    

A sample template can be found within the Application Instructions document on the PGSI page. 

31. Can communities apply for PGS to combine with and enhance their RAP1 funded projects? 

If contracts have not been entered into and project activities have not commenced, there is 

nothing to prohibit a UGLG from submitting a PGSI application to enhance a project previously 

funded by RAP, providing the timing requirements for both programs can be adhered to. 

If construction has begun, an UGLG could submit a PGSI application to fund additional activities 

at a site where a project was previously funded by RAP. In this scenario, the previous project 

would be looked at as a Phase I. All Phase I project activities would need to be completed prior 

to any PGSI costs being incurred. The PGSI would also need to complete separate activities from 

what was identified in Phase I. If the construction timeline or activities overlap, it would 

jeopardize the PGSI award. 

32. Trying to better understand the requirements for being a Certified Grant Administrator. Can 

the UGLG choose for MEDC to administer the project? If not, I will need to ensure our UGLG 

has a CGA or understand the requirements to become a CGA. 

The applicant is responsible for the administration of the CDBG project. A CDBG CGA is being 

required as a part of this funding round in order to assist the applicant with the administration 

of its project. There is a list of existing CGAs and the procurement of the CGA would occur after 

a project is identified to move forward in the application process.  The Certified Grant 

Administrator will be funded separately with CDBG funds, outside of the PGSI project request. 

33. I opened the application Word document today. Upon reviewing, I noticed that there was no 

Attachment G – “Marketing Plan” included in the final checklist. Can you confirm that the 

Marketing Plan is still required? 

A Marketing Plan is a required attachment, and this has been reflected in the checklist. 

34. Can project narratives be included as separate attachments so that we can provide expanded 

details? Or is it preferred to fit in the space on the application? 

Additional attachments are allowed, however, only the narrative provided within the application 

will be used for scoring purposes. 

35. Can you tell me if ARPA money can be used for a portion of the 10% match? 

A minimum 10% cash match is required from the UGLG itself, as identified in the Authorizing 

Resolution submitted as Attachment G in the PGSI application. 

36. For the 10% match, can you use funds raised or other grants towards that match? 

The cash match amount must be equal to at least 10% of the Total Project Cost. UGLG 

Committed Cash Match are funds that are available at the time of this application and the UGLG 

has committed the funds to this project through the required Authorizing Resolution included in 

the Application (Attachment G). Examples of local resources include General Fund; Road, Water, 

and/or Sewer Funds; DDA or other like district Funds; Bonds – must be immediately available; 

and/or other. Note: Special Assessments are not allowed. 

37. Would a dedicated pickleball court in an already designated playground park setting qualify? 

A project that includes a new pickleball court in an existing park could qualify, as long as the 

UGLG can demonstrate how the project increases the usability, accessibility, and seasonality 

within the new or existing community space on UGLG owned property. 

https://www.miplace.org/pgsi/
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38. Can a municipality apply for these funds and also apply for the DNR Trust Fund money to see 

what grant funding is approved? 

UGLGs are able to seek all funding opportunities available. Within the UGLG’s PGSI application, 

all project activities applied for must be clearly articulated. As match funding sources must be 

committed at the time of the CDBG application, if the UGLG is offered both the DNR and CDBG 

grants, the UGLG will need to either accept the PGSI funding or defer to the MDNR source for 

the project. Again, the CDBG PGSI project needs to be able to stand alone and not contingent on 

any additional unsecured funding. 

39. Are CDBG certified grant administrators still required and if so, do we include their fee in the 

grant request? 

A MEDC Certified Grant Administrator (CGA) must administer the project. The UGLG must select 

either an external MEDC CGA or a MEDC CGA on the staff of the UGLG to administer the project. 

Funding for Certified Grant Administrators will be funded separately through CDBG funds, 

outside of the PGSI request. 

40. Can engineering design be started upon award of the grant, even if letters have not been 

signed/executed? 
Contracts cannot be signed until written authorization has been provided by the MEDC. Engineering costs 

can be pre-approved prior to the project being bid once authorization is received by the MEDC. 

41. Will CDBG consider funding for parking lots as an eligible element of an overall project? 

Nothing would preclude the inclusion of a parking lot as part of an application that 

demonstrates the increase in the usability, accessibility, and seasonality within new or existing 

community spaces on a public site owned by the eligible applicant. 

42. Minimum Grant amount Question: If the minimum is 750K, is that the minimum asking 

amount an applicant can request. Or is this the minimum amount for the total project. IE the 

project cost total is 750K? 

PGSI will award CDBG funding to eligible Units of General Local Government (UGLG) between 

$750,000 and $2,000,000. 

43. Committed funding: Can a letter of Commitment from the Funder. Like a private donor, 

groups, etc. Will this satisfy the condition for the application? 

The round requirements identify a 10% cash match by the applicant community. Funding from 

outside sources that are approved and available at the time of application would not be 

prohibited from being a part of the project but would not count as the 10% required cash match 

from the applicant itself. A Letter of Commitment would be sufficient to demonstrate the 

leveraging of additional funding for the project. In order to move forward, however, the outside 

funding will need to be verified via bank verification, etc. 

44. Can the funding be coordinated with other grant funding such as the Spark Grant?  For 

instance, the current Spark Grant Application will only address a portion of the overall 

downtown park improvement and this funding would cover the remaining development or 

renovations and be completed as a single project. 

Nothing would preclude the UGLG from utilizing other sources of funding. Within the UGLG’s 

PGSI application, all activities identified for the project applied for must be clearly articulated. If 

the project may contain both sources of funding, that should be clearly identified as well as the 

project activities that would be funded by each source. Note: Davis Bacon wages will apply to 

the entire project, regardless of the source if PGSI funding is utilized. 



 

Page 9  

45. Can you explain the following: Authorizing Resolution, Public Participation Form, Public 

Hearing Notice – Published, Public Hearing Minutes or Summary of Meeting? 

Templates for these documents can be found at https://www.miplace.org/pgsi/ under 

“Application Instructions”. 

46. Do we need to have an official public hearing or just a public information forum if we had a 

survey and previous hearings? 

All UGLGs applying for funds under the Michigan CDBG Program are required to adhere to public 

participation provisions set forth in Title I of the Housing and Community Development Act of 

1974, as amended. A public hearing on the proposed project is required. The UGLG’s Application 

must be complete and available for review at the public hearing. Please see the Grant 

Administration Manual for additional information. 

https://www.miplace.org/4a775e/globalassets/documents/cdbg/gam/chapter-

11/reading/citizen-participation-and-other-requirement.pdf 

47. We have a water feature that is going to be donate as part of this project, it comes from a 

private entity. Does Davis Bacon apply to this portion of the project. Can this part of the 

project be separate feature of the overall project? 

Davis Bacon wages will be required for the entire project as identified in the UGLG’s application. 

The scope of the project should include all activities to be completed at the same location and at 

the same time. 

48. We did a survey and study for this project; we got over 2500 comments alone. Do we still 

need to do another public hearing? How official does this need to be? How much notice do we 

need to give the public? If this is required, do we need to have this before the application 

submission date of April 28th? 

All UGLGs applying for funds under the Michigan CDBG Program are required to adhere to public 

participation provisions set forth in Title I of the Housing and Community Development Act of 

1974, as amended. A public hearing on the proposed project is required.  The notice is to be 

published in an advertisement (usually a newspaper publication).  The advertisement must be 

published 5 days prior to the date of the public hearing.  The public hearing must be held prior 

to the submission date of April 28.   Please see the Grant Administration Manual for additional 

information. https://www.miplace.org/4a775e/globalassets/documents/cdbg/gam/chapter-

11/reading/citizen-participation-and-other-requirement.pdf 

49. Do communities need to be on the CDBG Low/Mod Income Community Customers and Project 

Areas list to be eligible for this program? If not, how would a community not on that list prove 

that it was eligible to meet HUD’s LMI standards?  

Eligible applicants for the PGSI will include non-entitlement small cities, townships, and villages 

with a population of less than 50,000 that are listed on the  MEDC's Low & Moderate Income 

Community Customers and Project Areas list.  A community must be on the MEDC’s Low & 

Moderate Income Customers list in order to be eligible for this funding source. 

50. Would the activities need to be relegated to a singular municipally owned property, or could it 

be spread out across a multitude of properties within a municipality? (For example – public 

restrooms throughout the city). 

There is nothing to prevent the inclusion of two sites if they are both UGLG-owned and can be 

tied together as a part of a larger strategy to provide public gathering spaces for UGLG 

residents.  

https://www.miplace.org/pgsi/
https://www.miplace.org/4a775e/globalassets/documents/cdbg/gam/chapter-11/reading/citizen-participation-and-other-requirement.pdf
https://www.miplace.org/4a775e/globalassets/documents/cdbg/gam/chapter-11/reading/citizen-participation-and-other-requirement.pdf
https://www.miplace.org/4a775e/globalassets/documents/cdbg/gam/chapter-11/reading/citizen-participation-and-other-requirement.pdf
https://www.miplace.org/4a775e/globalassets/documents/cdbg/gam/chapter-11/reading/citizen-participation-and-other-requirement.pdf
https://www.miplace.org/4a1d30/globalassets/documents/cdbg/resources/lmi-community-customers-and-project-areas.xlsx
https://www.miplace.org/4a1d30/globalassets/documents/cdbg/resources/lmi-community-customers-and-project-areas.xlsx
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51. Could this grant be used for a single component of a larger public project? For example, we 

are renovating a public building and a portion of that building will be dedicated to public use 

(conference rooms, etc.) Could this grant be used toward the public space elements of the 

project? 

Any project submitted must be able to stand on its own and demonstrate how it increases the 

usability, accessibility, and seasonality within new or existing community spaces on UGLG 

owned property. CDBG funds cannot be used to renovate any municipally owned building that 

has as its primary purpose the general conduct of government. 

52. If a structure is designed using Universal Design standards, do we need to go through the 

additional expense of having an agency such as Disabilities Advocates of Kent County review? 

This can be quite costly at this point in the process. We are specifically talking about a 

farmer's market.  

To maximize the total possible points for Universal Design, the applicant should obtain a design 

review from an organization representing people with disabilities. Directory of Accessibility 

Contacts can be found under “Document” on the PGSI page. 

53. Would projects such as improving accessibility to an existing city property be considered? 

Example:  Making fully ADA-Compliant and improving general access to a present Municipally 

Owned property. 

Nothing would preclude the inclusion of Universal Design elements within an application, 

provided the project demonstrates the increase in the usability, accessibility, and seasonality 

within new or existing community spaces on a public site owned by the eligible applicant. 

54. In regard to shovel-ready, is an applicant penalized or ineligible if the project is already bid 

and scheduled? 

Consideration should be made as to the timeline and progress of the project.  First, all projects 

are subject to the completion of a NEPA Environmental Review process.  Some projects are also 

subject to a SHPO 106 Application review. If those Environmental Review standards were not 

met, they would need to be undertaken before any construction work could begin.  Second, all 

project elements are subject to Davis-Bacon prevailing wages.  If the project was not bid with 

Davis-Bacon wages, it would need to be rebid.  Finally, other federal government requirements 

such as Section 3 reporting would need to be followed by the bidding entity.  No costs can be 

incurred, contracts signed and/or construction work begin without written authorization of the 

MEDC. The CDBG project bid timeline for these projects in January-April 2024, with construction 

to begin May-June 2024. 

55. Would a dedicated pickleball court in an already designated playground park setting qualify, 

along with a total redo of the park as it is 30 plus years old. 

Any proposed project must demonstrate an increase in the usability, accessibility, and 

seasonality within new or existing community spaces on a public site owned by the eligible 

applicant. 

56. Is property owned by the DDA considered to be owned by the municipality? 

If the DDA/UGLG share the same EIN, then the site would be considered UGLG-owned. The DDA 

would need to be a formal branch of local government. 

57. Are public restrooms in the downtown area eligible under this grant? 

https://www.miplace.org/pgsi/
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Any project request needs to demonstrate an increase in the usability, accessibility and 

seasonality within new or existing community spaces on a public site owned by the applicant 

UGLG. 

58. The application states that the Green Infrastructure opinion must be provided by an Engineer 

(PE). Would a letter from a Licensed Landscape Architect meet this requirement?  Grants for 

non-point source pollution projects (green infrastructure) through EGLE allow a licensed 

landscape architect to stamp and sign site plans for green infrastructure projects. 

Confirmation from a licensed Landscape Architect will be deemed sufficient. 

59. Can outside grant awards be used as part of the UGLG match? Or must it be minimum 10% 

UGLG cash plus additional grant funding? 

A minimum 10% cash match is required from the UGLG, as identified in the Authorizing 

Resolution submitted as Attachment G in the PGSI application. 

60. Can engineering costs be included in the overall cost of the project? 

Engineering should be included in the total project cost.  

61. Can you clarify the 10% match? Does the UGLG have to commit the entire 10% or can private 

donor or other support count toward the 10% match? 

A minimum 10% cash match is required from the UGLG, as identified in the Authorizing 

Resolution submitted as Attachment G in the PGSI application. 

62. Will there be another round of Public Gathering Grants coming next year? We have heard that 

this is the last opportunity as focus is now being trained on Affordable Housing. 

The 2023 PGSI competitive funding round will be the last opportunity to utilize CDBG funding for 

the Public Gathering Spaces Initiative. 

63. Is a walking/biking trail extension eligible as long as it is in a downtown or adjacent to a 

downtown? 

The goal of the PGSI is to create and enhance recreational places that will allow residents to 

gather, relax, celebrate, and commemorate. The application must demonstrate how the project 

increases the usability, accessibility, and seasonality within new or existing community spaces 

on UGLG owned property. 

64. If the City does more than a 10% match, are additional points awarded? 

Ten (10) additional points are provided for applications that leverage additional outside 

resources. There are no additional points awarded for additional match provided by the UGLG. 

65. If the project is estimated over $750,000 and awarded, then bids come in under that, what 

happens to the funding? 

The minimum grant amount to be eligible for this funding round is $750,000. Applicants should 

plan accordingly.  

66. Is the project subject to Davis Bacon and prevailing wage requirements?  

Yes. David Bacon requirements will apply to the entire project. 

67. For match purposes, can we utilize work done by our DPW (In-Kind, Force Account Labor)?   

There is a 10% committed cash match. No in-kind services will be considered as counting 

towards the 10% cash match. 

68. Are we allowed to incur any costs prior to the submission deadline?   

No project related work can take place once the application window went live in order to meet 

Environmental Review compliance requirements. Only project development may occur prior to 
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the submission deadline. If a project is selected to move forward, no additional costs can be 

incurred without the approval of CDBG staff. 

69. Can a grant be used on two separate sites?  

There is nothing to prevent the inclusion of two sites if they are both UGLG-owned and can be 

tied together as a part of a larger strategy to provide public gathering spaces for UGLG 

residents.  

70. Can under-used parks that need to be updated be outside the core downtown area to be 

eligible?  

Yes. Improvements will need to demonstrate how they increase the usability, accessibility, and 

seasonality within new or existing community spaces on publicly owned property. Projects will 

need to demonstrate area-wide benefit to all residents of the community. Please see Pages 4-5 

within the PGSI Application Instructions for more information on the eligible determination of a 

‘downtown’ and how points may be awarded if the park is not located within the downtown. 

71. Does this have to be shovel ready or can it still be at the conceptual stage?  

A project is not expected to be fully engineered; however, a project will need to be sufficiently 

designed in order to provide for satisfactorily accurate cost estimates.  

72. Can the grant be used for interior spaces...an addition on a public building that would offer a 

community space?  

Nothing would prohibit an application for interior public space if the project increases the 

usability, accessibility, and seasonality within new or existing community spaces on a public site 

owned by the eligible applicant. The project cannot include space where there would be costs to 

rent/utilize the space that could be a barrier to utilization by all members of the community. 

Additionally, CDBG funds cannot be used to renovate any municipally owned building that has 

as its primary purpose the general conduct of government. 

73. If a community has recently been awarded a CDBG grant, please explain how the scoring 

criteria will be applied to this grant program.  

In an effort to disperse funds widely across the State to LMI Communities, the MEDC is looking 

to prioritize applications from UGLGs that do not currently have an open Community 

Development Block Grant project with the MEDC (including projects under a Letter of Intent); 

however, having an open CDBG grant project with the MEDC does not automatically disqualify 

UGLGs seeking financial support. PGSI grantees are ineligible for the 2023 PGSI funding round. 

74. Is an MEDC Grant administrator required?  

Yes.  A MEDC Certified Grant Administrator is required to help administer a project.  A list of 

Certified Grant Administrators can be found here: 14-c-certified-grant-administrators-list.pdf 

(miplace.org) . Awarded UGLG’s will draft a Request for Proposal and determine its own scoring 

mechanism to select a CGA.    The MEDC will pay for the selected CGA with additional CDBG 

administrative funds.  Funding will not be taken from the awarded project grant amount. 

75. So, the cost for preliminary design and costs estimates for the purposes of the application are 

not allowed to be included?  

Preliminary design costs and cost estimates would be considered project development costs, 

and as they are incurred prior to being selected to move forward, are not allowable costs for the 

application’s project budget or to be reimbursed by the MEDC. 

76. Can more than one grant application be submitted by the same community?  

https://www.miplace.org/4a5380/globalassets/documents/cdbg/gam/chapter-14/forms/14-c-certified-grant-administrators-list.pdf
https://www.miplace.org/4a5380/globalassets/documents/cdbg/gam/chapter-14/forms/14-c-certified-grant-administrators-list.pdf
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An applicant can only submit one application per round. Submitting multiple applications would 

invalidate all submittals.  

77. Can a larger project being planned, be split into two separate projects which would allow one 

of the pieces to qualify for the placemaking grant?  

Any project submitted must be able to stand on its own and demonstrate how it increases the 

usability, accessibility, and seasonality within new or existing community spaces on UGLG 

owned property.  If the proposed project is part of a long term, phased development plan, with 

different time periods of development, please outline that clearly within the grant application. 

Please note that separate construction work cannot occur on the proposed project site during 

the CDBG Application, LOI, or Grant Agreement process. Any and all work being completed at 

the same site during the same time should be identified as one project, and all requirements 

of this funding round would then apply. 

78. The application instructions state that a special assessment is not allowed. Can a special 

assessment be included in the overall budget as long as it is outside of the local match 

requirements? 

No. A special assessment is not permitted. 

79. I have questions coming into our agency concerning eligibility for this program if a community 

is not listed on the spreadsheet located at the link on the grant website.  I'm assuming that 

this obviously means they are not eligible, but I want to perform my due diligence to be sure 

before informing the communities.  

Eligible applicants for the Community Development Block Grant Public Gathering Spaces 

Initiative include non-entitlement small cities, townships, and villages with a population of less 

than 50,000 that are listed on the CDBG Low/Mod Income Community Customers and Project 

Areas list. 

80. Does the UGLG have to own the property or can they have an easement or license agreement 

to use it?  

The site for which PGS funding is being requested must be owned by the UGLG. 

81. Regarding the Public Gathering Spaces program required environmental review.  I understand 

the UGLG must procure a consultant but who pays for the service? Is this to be covered by 

local match dollars and included in the detail budget or is this something the MSF may fund 

like the CGA?   If this must be funded as part of local match what is the recommended 

procedure for estimating cost of that service? The Grant Administrator and Environmental 

Consultant will be procured by all awarded grant recipients.  The consultants will be paid for 

through CDBG Administrative funds and not UGLG local match.  Those funds will be granted to 

the selected UGLG in addition to the project construction costs   The MEDC has a list of pre-

approved consultants that awarded UGLG’s can choose to receive quotes from.   

82. Is an environmental review required for this grant? Yes, a National Environmental Policy Act 

(NEPA) review is required for this grant.  The services for the NEPA Consultant and Grant 

Administrator are funded by the MEDC, and not a part of the project costs, or local match. 
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